K CRA Newsdletter

Keweenaw County Repeater Association, Inc.

Michigan s Northernmost VHF-FM Voice Repeater

NEW KCRA HQ:

Home of Gary & Dianne Hansen
Bumbletown Hill, Allouez Twp.

WELCOME!

Gary (K8Y SZ) and his wife Dianne have given us permission to conduct our meetings at their home. It
iseasy to find....It isjust 3 miles north of the intersection of Hwy U.S. 41 and M-203 (Pine . in
Calumet). Turn onto Bumbletown Rd, follow it to the end, where the blacktop ends and you will see their
home on the right-hand side of the roadway. You will see the tri-band beam atop the 40 foot tower, on
the side of his house, with the 2M vertical at the top.

JANUARY MEETING:



The January 09, 2008 meeting of the KCRA was held at the home of Gary and Dianne Hansen , 1108
Bumbletown Rod, Allouez Twp, Keweenaw County. at 7:05 pm EST, with President Gary Hansen,
K8Y SZ presiding. There were 8 members present: Gary Hansen (K8Y SZ), Dianne Hansen (Assoc.
Member), George Thurner (W8FWG), Virginia Thurner (Associate Member, Roy Peltoniemi
(WB8ZYL), Jm Baker (KE4ZRN), Fran Baker (KC8FUR) and Dennis Royce (K9GIR). Officers
present were: K8Y SZ and WBFWG..

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:

January is the traditional month for accepting dues for the coming year. If you have already renewed,
disregard this notice.....If you haven’'t a gentle reminder in the form of a Renewal of Membership
Application is enclosed as an attachment in this newsletter. We value your membership, and the added
income keeps our “315” repeater operating.

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP:

We have four different types of membership in the KCRA:
AM = Associate Members (Non-Amateur)

CM = Charter Members (Members as of June 15, 1983) *
FM = Full Members (Amateurs)

LM = Life Members (Asdefined by KCRA) *

* Note: Charter Members and Life members do not have to pay dues.
On the January mailing of the Membership cards, check the designation after your name to see what type
of membership you have.....(i.e. AM,CM,FM,LM)

APPLICATION FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP:

Received from: Donald R. Smith (WD8KQF), Jim Baker (KE4ZRN), Fran Baker (KC8FUR), Terry L.
Johnson, W8FMR Chari A. Johnson (W8QLT), and David O. Torrey, (KD8GBH) With amotion to
accept these new members by W8FWG and a second by WB8ZY L the applicants are now received into
full membership with the KCRA., Inc. .

TREASURER’'SREPORT: (Seethe enclosed report)

ENGINEER’'SREPORT: Areceiver RF Preamp was added in thefall of 2007, and a case of
malicious destruction to our telephone line was fixed within 72 hour s of the cable break.
Keweenaw Co. Sheriff’s office was called into investigate. TX/RX duplexersarebeing checked for
price, and will bereported on ASAP by our Engineer, Gary, K8YSZ. The MDOP interrupted
telephone serviceto CellularOne, the National Park Service and our Control link to the repeater.
Our thanksto AT& T for their quick restoral effortsfor our telephone service. To break, tap or in
any way damage a communications facility automatically becomes a Federal offense, and if the
perpetrators are apprehended it could mean a heavy fine and/or imprisonment.



NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:
George Thurner (W8FWG) is progressing with rehab at Body Mechanix in Calumet
Virginia Thurner is doing well, with the rehab. program also at Body Mechanix in Calumet

OLD BUSINESS:

A receiver preamplifier was added to our repeater, (as a suggestion for improving the signal from 315),
from Terry, W8FMR. Thiswas done during the fall of 2007, and yes, it did make an improvement.

A discussion on the use of the PL tone on the repeater followed, and the notation that we had a controller
link failure during October of 2007. (Telephone line trouble.)

NEW BUSINESS: A noise problem at our site prompted us to add the PL-100.0 tone back into the
repeater. It means you will need a PL100.0 now, in order to access the repeater.

An APRS digipeater originally licensed as W8FWG-7 has been sold to Howard F. Klann, and operates
from the Keweenaw site now as KD8ABP-7 on 144.390 MHz

A new (non-amateur) radio has been added at the Keweenaw site, right adjacent to Building 154 , where
our repeater islocated by “Air-Cell”, and air-to-ground communications system, and leased by
Keweenaw County to that organization.

To further improve our repeater we hope to replace the duplexers (which are now about 25 years old)
with more sensitive ones, made by TX/RX (A subsidiary of the BIRD Corporation.). We have started a
“Lee Royce Memorial Fund”.....which will help pay for these duplexers.

He'sa“ham” Know him?

Answer to our mystery man will be found elsewhere in this newsdl etter.

NEW FORMAT:



We hope you like the new format? It iswritten in .PDF (Portable Document Format), and thiswill allow
more graphics to presented (pictures), and will also compress the files when sending so that it won't take
so long to download. You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader to view it, but most computers already have
itinstalled, but if you don't it is afree download for you from www.adobe.com. The current edition is
Version 8.1, but any version will work for you. An advance bulletin was sent out in late September
advising our members of the change, and we will also send a notice to the CCRAA members of this
change, so they a'so may view it. Back issues of the newsletter can be found on the KCRA's web page
at: www.kcra-mi.net

ADOBE ACROBAT READER:

This free software lets you view and print Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) files. As the open
standard for worldwide electronic document distribution, Adobe PDF files preserve all the formatting,
the graphics and the colors of the original document, so Acrobat users know they@e delivering the exact
same presentation to everyone.

AdobeAcrobat Reader offers several display options at different zoom levels depending on the
documents need for exacting details. A full-screen mode lets you view documents without distraction.
You can also complete and submit PDF forms online, afeature that will become more useful as
companies adopt the technol ogy.

The completely redesigned interface in this latest version feels more intuitive and offers tools for viewing
information more efficiently. Another welcome addition is Acrobat Reader®integration with Adobe
Connect, which lets users instantly comment and collaborate on projects with online presentations and
live online meetings. The integration with FedEx Kinko®for remote printing is nice, if you need that
kind of thing, but it®subject to third-party fees. We noticed that Acrobat Reader uses a significant chunk
of memory in our processes list, but with the way Acrobat Reader is commonly used, memory issues
probably won®be a problem for most users.

Overal, Adobe Acrobat Reader provides users with the ability to view PDF files efficiently, with an
interface and tools to make viewing both simple and painless. Though there are other PDF readers
available that may take up less space or work at slightly faster speeds, none offer as much of atoolset as
Acrobat Reader does nor seamless integration with other useful Adobe tools.

SKYWARN PAGE UPDATE:

It was decided to move the Skywarn page from the CCRAA Web site to the KCRA site, asthe “315” site
handles most of the Weather Alerts for our area, plus KCRA sponsors the Skywarn Net each Friday at 9
pm. Thereisalink to the CCRAA page, and CCRAA members are welcome to check in and make use
of the weather information on our site. Thanksto Mike, AAQVI for making this move possible. In
addition, we encourage our members to make use of WxSpots, and add your reports there. If you aren’t
familiar with this news system, see the Addendum to thisissue, explaining “WxSpots’ It isaworthwhile
addition to our existing service. The expansion of the SKYWARN item really enhances this page! Tks
AA9VI.



MINUTES OF THE JAN 9, 2008 KCRA MEETING
A roll call of officers showed the President and Secretary-Treasurer present, and the Vice President
absent. There were no A/T members present, (other than the chairman).. Six new members were
brought into the KCRA: WD8KQF, KE4ZRN, KC8FUR, WBFMR, W8QLT, KD8GBH. Welcome!
The Treasurer’ s report was read, and isincluded in this newsletter. The Chairman of the A/T
Committee reported on the new receiver pre-amp and the control link failure during the fall of 2007,
and the investigating of TX/RX duplexersfor our repeater. Donations to the Lee J. Royce Memorial
fund now total $773, $300,00 of which came from the Dennis & Geraldine Royce Family of Eagle
Harbor. Thank you Dennis and Geraldine. Theroad rally (LSPR) provided a donation of $250.00. A
check from the Burger King Gang was $70, sent to us by Terry Johnson, W8FMR.

DUES FOR 2008:

Our dues structure runs from Jan 1 to Dec 31 each year. Full Membership (Anyone with aham call) is
$13.00/Year Family Memberships run $18/Year. Please send your duesto: KCRA c/o George R.
Thurner, W8FWG Sec-Treas. 225 Kearsarge St. Laurium, M1 49913-2109. Your dueswill also give you
FREE autopatch, TWO free autodia slots, Emergency telephone communications (911, 912, 916)

(911) = Emergencies such as police, fire, ambulance)

(912) = Keweenaw County Sheriff (Dias 337-0528 automatically)

(916)= United States Coast Guard, Portage Station in Dollar Bay

MEMBERSHIP CARDS-2008:

Areready for distribution. If you signed up as a member for 2008 they were presented to you at the
January meeting. If you couldn’t make the meeting, your 2008 membership card will be mailed to you as
your new or renewal membership isreceived. Remember....... KCRA Membership runs from January 1,
2008 to December 31, 2008.

THANK YOU:

A special thank you to all who sent in donations to the KCRA in Memory of our Past President Lee J.
Royce. They include: Dennis and Geraldine Royce, Ann Smith, Steve and Fay Clark, John and Judy
Brewer, Ron and Jennifer Lahti & Keweenaw County Sheriff’s Office, Betty and Ken Fisher, Mike and
Sara Keranen, Reino Helppi, Paul and Kathy Lahti Jerry & Norma Royce, Bill & June Lahti, Vince and
Gerri Jordan, BarbaraAnn Lindblom, Dennis & Geraldine Royce, George and Virginia Thurner, and the
Gang from Coffee at Burger King. We have started aspecia “Lee J. Royce Memoria Fund’, and we
hope to buy a new set of duplexers for our repeater with these funds.



10 TOP STORIES OF 2007 FROM ARRL IN REVIEW:

(Goto the ARRL Home page for the Full reports. - www.arrl.orqg)

January — ARLBO005 Morsecoderequirement endson Friday, February 23, 2007
February _ARLBO008 FCC now processing backlog of Vanity call signs

March- ARLBO010 W1AW Spring/Summer Operating schedule announced

April- ARLBO012 FCC poised to lower Vanity call sign fees
May — ARLBO015 ARRL filessuit in Federal Court
June- ARL S003 KD5Pla boardsthelSS

August; ARLBO020 FCC issuescitation on power line noise
October — ARLBO024 Riley Hollingsworth to stay put at FCC
November —ARL X007 Motorola buysYaesu

December —ARLBO027 New Section Manager appointed for Wyoming

NEGAUNEE SWAP-N-SHOP:

Date: February 2, 2008

Time: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

L ocation: Negaunee Township Hall

((on M-35 about 1/2 mile south of U.S. 41)

(turn right aflashing light which isjust east of the M SP Post in
Negaunee Township which isdirectly acrossfrom WLUC TV6))

Cost: Entry feeis $4.00 and table costs are $5.00 each.

Setup: Friday evening Feb. 1st at 6:30 pm and/or Saturday morning
Feb. 2nd at 7:00 am.

Refreshments and food will befor sale asusually.

Raffleticketswill be available at the event for $1.00 each or 6 for
$5.00. Need not be present to win raffledrawing prize. 1st prize $200.00,
2nd prize $100.00, with 3rd, 4th and 5th prizes each being $50.00 each.
Plenty of doorsprizesbut you must be present to winstheses.

For moreinformation check out our website at www.qsl.net/k8lod or
contact bob Serfas at n8pkn@aol.com or 906 225-6773.

Talk-in frequency will be our 147.270 repeater (PL tone 100hz).

L SPR:

The Lake Superior Pro Rally (Precision driving) was held October 26 and 27 (Friday and Saturday).
We received a check from that organization for $250 (donation) to our club. Thanksto Scott Carlborn,
N8WQG, Chairman.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn By: Roy, WB8ZY L and seconded by Dennis, K9GIR and the meeting adjourned at
7:55 pm.



The formal business meeting adjourned and refreshments were served by Gary & Dianne Hansen.
(Coffee and cake). Chocolates were provided by Dennis and Geraldine Royce. Thanksto all for the

goodies!

KCRA NEWSLETTER ispublished four times annually ( January, April, July and October)
by the Keweenaw County Repeater Association, Inc. It isa Michigan based, non-profit
organization for the purpose of operating and maintaining a VHF voicerepeater, in

K eweenaw
County, in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Therepeater operates on a frequency of
147.315 MHZ, with a 100.0 Hz PL tone and a positive split. Theeditor is George R. Thurner,
WB8FWG. Theproofreader isVirginiaC. Thurner. W8FWG can be reached by telephone at:
(906) 337-2542 or by E-Mail at: w8fwg@arrl.net The officersof the KCRA arelisted below:

Office Name Call sign Telephone# E-Mail Address

President: GaryL. Hansen  K8YSZ (906) 337-1436 k8ysz@arrl.net

Sec./Treas GeorgeR. Thurner WBFWG  (906) 337-2542 w8fwg@arr|.net

Engineer GaryL. Hansen  K8YSZ (906) 337-1436 k8ysz@arrl.net

Tech. Adv. Committee:

(Chairman) Gary L. Hansen K8Y Sz (906) 337-1436 k8ysz@arrl.net
Paul A. Kemppainen KC8FLK (906) 482-4150 pak77@lighthouse.net
Glenn P. Ekdahl WABQNF (906) 482-7743 wa8gnf@arrl.net
David S. Sheffer KD8CGA (906) 337-4221 (None)

MYSTERY MAN:
The answer to our “Mystery Man” is none other than Bill Jackson, W8GHK. Bill has a summer cottage

in Eagle Harbor but works out of Paradise Valley, Arizona now. (Old-Timers will remember Bill’s father,
Bill Jackson Sr., W8EGF of Laurium, who owned and operated Northwest Radio at 435 Tamarack Street
in Laurium.) It was WBEGF who gave me my first ham exam right at their home in Laurium, 58 years
ago! ..... Good memories!

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the KCRA will be the second Wednesday of April,
April 9, 2008 at the home of Gary and Dianne Hansen on Bumbletown Hill in Keweenaw County. Hope

to see you there!



